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NAVIGATING THE
FUTURE OF REAL ESTATE

STEERING COMMITTEE: 
Chuck Bohl

Program Chair, Professor, Tony Goldman Director, 
MRED+U, School of Architecture

Matthew Adler
Founder and Managing Principal, 

Adler Real Estate Partners

Ricardo Caporal
MRED+U Advisory Board Chair, 

Founder and President, Mattoni Group

Jason Damm
Assistant Professor Professional Practice, 

Miami Herbert Business School

Manny DeZarraga
MHBS Real Estate Advisory Board Co-Chair, 

Executive Managing Director, JLL Capital Markets

Andrea Heuson
Professor, Director of Real Estate Programs, 

Miami Herbert Business School

Arnaud Karsenti
Managing Principal, 13th Floor Investments 

Nitin Motwani
Managing Partner, Merrimac Ventures

Randy Weisburd
MHBS Real Estate Advisory Board Chair, 

President and COO, Atlantic Pacific Companies

As 2026 unfolds, forward-thinking leaders gather to examine the forces 
reshaping the industry—from AI and global trade trends to shifting federal policies 
and the economic outlook. Through dynamic conversations, experts explore how 
to navigate disruptions and identify new short- and long-term opportunities. Set 
against Miami’s backdrop as a global real estate leader, the conference offers a 

powerful look at the ideas and strategies shaping the industry's future.



12:00 PM Registration & Networking

2:15 PM Networking Break

4:00 PM Networking Break

2:45 PM REAL ESTATE RESEARCH INITIATIVE

5:45 PM Networking Reception
Music provided by students from the Frost School of Music

3:00 PM LIVE RECORDING: WALKER WEBCAST WITH PETER LINNEMAN
DR. PETER LINNEMAN   Principal and Founder, Linneman Associates   

WILLY WALKER    Chairman and Chief Executive Officer,  Walker & Dunlop 

1:00 PM Thematic Investing: Evolving to Outperform
ARNAUD KARSENTI    Managing Principal, 13th Floor Investments 

NADEEM MEGHJI    Global Head,  Blackstone Real Estate

4:15 PM The Rooms Where It Happened
STEVE WITKOFF     United States Special Envoy for Peace Missions & Founder,  Witkoff Group 

STUART MILLER     Executive Chairman and Chief Executive Officer,  Lennar Corporation

Question for the panelists? 
Scan the QR code on the back 
of your name tag.
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In Specialized and Interdisciplinary
Real Estate Education

VISIT US
ONLINE:

MIAMI HERBERT
BUSINESS SCHOOL

 

• Accelerated MBA in Real Estate
• Real Estate Focus in Two-Year MBA Program
• MSF focused on Real Estate Investment
   (Ten-Month Specialized Masters)
• Undergraduate Real Estate
   Major and Minor

MORE INFO:

AHEUSON@MIAMI.EDU | 305.284.4362

X: @MIAMIHERBERT

MORE INFO:

SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE
• Master in Real Estate Development and
   Urbanism - MRED+U (10-month program)
• Dual Degree opportunities:
       MRED+U and Master in Urban Design
       MRED+U and Master in 
       Construction Management
       MRED+U and Master in Architecture

MREDU@MIAMI.EDU | 305.284.4420
X: @UM_SOA | @UMIAMIMREDU



Industry & Faculty Advisors:
Charles C. Bohl, Ph.D., Faculty Advisor
Tony Goldman Director, MRED+U

Trish Blasi, Industry Advisor
President and Founder, Borghese Investments

Tim Hernandez, Faculty Advisor
Principal, New Urban Communities, MRED+U Lecturer

Rafael Martinez, Graduate Advisor
MRED+U, 2025

Mark Troen, FRICS, Lead Faculty Advisor
Senior Vice President, Brookwood Group, MRED+U Lecturer

MRED+U Student 
Research Team:
Samya Ababou

Rubens Bravo

Eduardo Caballero

Anthony Fultz

Mia Gian

Jessica Nathanson

2026

The eighth-annual Commercial Real Estate Sentiment 
Survey highlights key trends and issues that are driving 
the South Florida real estate market and investment 
landscape.   This year’s survey focuses on the impact of 
artificial intelligence (AI) on our industry.

Scan QR code to visit the 
survey website to download 

current and past reports



Nadeem Meghji is the Global Head of Blackstone Real Estate. Blackstone is the largest owner of commercial 
real estate globally and an industry leader in opportunistic, core plus and debt investing across North 
America, Europe and Asia.

Mr. Meghji previously served as Head of Real Estate Americas and has played a leadership role in Blackstone 
Real Estate's investment activity in the region. Mr. Meghji joined Blackstone in 2008.

Mr. Meghji received a BS in Electrical Engineering from Columbia University, where he graduated summa cum 
laude. He received a JD from Harvard Law School and an MBA from Harvard Business School. Mr. Meghji was 
named a World Economic Forum Young Global Leader in 2018 and serves as a board member for the Lupus 
Research Alliance.

Arnaud Karsenti is the Managing Principal of 13th Floor Investments, a real estate investment and 
development firm based in Miami, Florida. Since inception, 13th Floor has acquired, developed, and managed 
over $5 billion in real estate assets. The firm adheres to a value-investing philosophy and seeks opportunistic 
risk-adjusted returns for its investors. 13th Floor has been active across the broad real estate spectrum, 
ranging from distressed residential assets to condominiums, multifamily, and single-family homes. Today, 
the firm is mainly focused on mixed-use residential developments and expanding its homebuilding business, 
13th Floor Homes.

Mr. Karsenti is primarily responsible for the general direction of the firm’s investment strategy as well as its 
overall capitalization. 13th Floor manages capital through a series of discretionary private equity funds, 
which consist of private and institutional capital. In addition, the firm enjoys longstanding partnerships with 
best-in class capital partners across the United States. Given its unique role as both operator and capital 
partner, 13th Floor prides itself on being a great partner to a wide range of players in the real estate 
industry. This reputation has allowed 13th Floor to expand geographically as well as across a wide range of 
asset classes.

Prior to founding 13th Floor, Mr. Karsenti founded Collegeboxes, the nation’s leading college-based shipping 
and storage company, which was acquired by U-Haul in 2004. Mr. Karsenti began his real estate career by 
knocking on doors in Miami’s urban core where he assembled a portfolio of properties which ultimately lead 
to forming 13th Floor. Mr. Karsenti is also active in the community – he is an active member of the Young 
President’s Organization (YPO) and sits on the executive board of the Greater Miami Jewish Federation. Mr. 
Karsenti graduated cum laude from the Pratt School of Engineering at Duke University, with a dual degree in 
Mechanical Engineering and Economics, and holds an MBA from the Harvard Business School.

Thematic Investing: 
Evolving to Outperform

A r n a u d  K a r s e n t i
Managing Principal, 13th Floor Investments 

N a d e e m  M e g h j i
Global Head, Blackstone Real Estate

1:00 PM
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Live Recording: 
Walker Webcast 
with Peter Linnemant

D r .  P e t e r  L i n n e m a n

For over 45 years, Dr. Peter Linneman's unique blend of scholarly rigor and practical business insight has 
won him accolades from around the world,

including PREA's prestigious Graaskamp Award for Real Estate Research, Wharton's Zell- Lurie Real Estate 
Center's Lifetime Achievement Award, Realty Stock Magazine's Special Achievement Award, being named 
"One of the 25 Most Influential People in Real Estate" by Realtor Magazine and inclusion in The New York 
Observer's "100 Most Powerful People in New York Real Estate".

After receiving both his Masters and Doctorate in Economics under the tutelage of Nobel Prize winners 
Milton Friedman, Gary Becker, George Stigler, Ted Schultz and Jim Heckman, Peter had a distinguished 
academic career at both The University of Chicago and the Wharton School of Business at the University of 
Pennsylvania. For 35 years, he was a leading member of Wharton's faculty, serving as the Albert Sussman 
Professor of Real Estate, Finance and Public Policy as well as the Founding Chairman of the Real Estate 
Department and Director of the prestigious Zell-Lurie Real Estate Center. He has published over 100 
scholarly articles, eight editions of the acclaimed book Real Estate Finance and Investments: Risks and 
Opportunities, the widely read Linneman Letter quarterly report,

and "The Great Age Reboot: Cracking the Longevity Code for a Younger Tomorrow." He is also the co-creator 
of the popular, and highly regarded, Real Estate Finance and Investment Certification course, REFAI.

3:00 PM

W i l l y  W a l k e r

Willy Walker is chairman and CEO of Walker & Dunlop. Under his leadership, Walker & Dunlop has grown from 
a small, family-owned business to become one of the largest commercial real estate finance and advisory 
firms in the United States and internationally. Walker & Dunlop is listed on the New York Stock Exchange, 
and in its first ten years as a public company, its shares have appreciated more than 800%. The firm was 
also #17 on Fortune’s 2017 list of “Fastest Growing Public Companies” and has been named a Best Workplace 
for eight of the last eleven years by the Great Place to Work® Institute. Mr. Walker received the Ernst & 
Young Entrepreneur of the Year award in 2011, was named “Financier of the Year” in 2017 and 2020 by 
Commercial Property Executive and was selected as a Most Admired CEO by the Denver Business Journal in 
2024.

Mr. Walker received his master’s degree in business administration from Harvard University and his 
bachelor’s degree from St. Lawrence University. Mr. Walker serves on the board of the U.S. Olympic & 
Paralympic Foundation and on the Harvard Business School Board of Deans Advisors. He formerly served on 
the boards of St. Albans School, the Mortgage Bankers Association, and Children's National Medical Center.

Mr. Walker is also a member of the Real Estate Roundtable. He is an avid runner, skier, and cyclist, and has 
run the Boston Marathon in 2:36.

Principal and Founder, Linneman Associates 

 Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Walker & Dunlop
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The RoomS Where
It Happened

S t e v e  W i t k o f f
United States Special Envoy for 
Peace Missions & Founder, Witkoff Group

Steven Witkoff is an American real estate investor, lawyer, and diplomat, currently serving as Assistant to 
the President and Special Envoy for Peace Missions.

Witkoff earned a B.A. in 1980 and a J.D. in 1983 from Hofstra University. In 1997, he launched the Witkoff 
Group, expanding into commercial real estate with notable acquisitions such as the Woolworth Building, the 
Daily News Building, and the Park Lane Hotel in Manhattan.

In 2020, Witkoff was a member of the Great American Economic Revival Industry Groups under President 
Trump, advising on economic recovery strategies during the COVID-19 pandemic.

In November 2024, President-elect Trump appointed him as Special Envoy to the Middle East. Witkoff was 
subsequently elevated to President Trump’s cabinet and appointed Special Envoy for Peace Missions in June 
2025. 

Witkoff has served on the Executive Committee for the Real Estate Board of New York, as a Trustee for the 
Intrepid Foundation, and on the Board of Trustees of Hofstra University since 2015.

4:15 PM

S T U A R T  M I L L E R
Executive Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Lennar Corporation

Stuart Miller is Executive Chairman and Co-Chief Executive Officer of Lennar Corporation (NYSE:LEN) and a 
member of Lennar’s Board of Directors.

Miller has worked with Lennar for over 35 years, serving in various capacities for the Company’s 
Homebuilding Division and former Investment and Commercial Properties Division. From 1991 to October 
1997, he was President of both these business segments and the primary force behind their growth and 
success during that time. He became CEO of Lennar in April 1997 until he assumed his current role as 
Executive Chairman in April 2018.

In October 1997, Lennar Corporation spun off its commercial real estate investment, financial, and 
management activities into LNR Property Corporation, and the company became separately listed on the 
NYSE. Miller served as Chairman of the Board of LNR until the sale of LNR in February 2005.

In March 2000, Miller joined the Board of Directors of Builder Homesite, Inc., a consortium of homebuilders 
nationwide. Miller also serves on various professional and community boards and committees. He is past 
Chairman of both the Joint Center for Housing Studies Policy Advisory Board at Harvard University and the 
University of Miami Board of Trustees, the latter of which he currently serves on the Executive Committee.

Miller served as a member of the board of Alonzo Mourning Charities and the board of the Overtown Youth 
Center. He was Chairman of the 2013 Dolphins Cycling Challenge, benefitting the Sylvester Comprehensive 
Cancer Center, and currently serves as Co-Chairman of the Miami Dolphins Foundation.

Miller joined Lennar after graduating from the University of Miami Law School in 1982, prior to which he 
received his undergraduate degree from Harvard University.
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Blackstone owns and 
invests in high-quality 
real estate, informed by 
proprietary insights from 
our portfolio in virtually 
every major market 
around the world.



Whether it’s waterfront, condominium or in-town living, 
we set the standard for real estate. 

A Miami
Essential
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1111 Lincoln Road, Suite 805 | Miami Beach | O 305.695.6300



HOTEL at CAMINO REAL
INTERSTATE-75 AND SW 160TH AVENUE

SUNRISE, FL 33326

SEAL DATE:

SHEET NO.

VIEW 5
NOT TO SCALE

5principal:

date:

file name:

project manager:

revision:datecommission:333  CAMINO  GARDENS  BLVD.,
SUITE 201
BOCA RATON, FLORIDA  33432

www.andersonarchitecture.com

V:  561.362.0220

4065_R-005

RENDERING - VIEW 5

R-005
AA

ERIC ANDERSON

09/25/2025

20200 West Dixie Hwy. Suite 1206
Aventura, FL 33180

info@hmdevelopment.net
Office +1 305 682 1311

We’re passionate about shaping South Florida’s 
future through innovative commercial development, 
building vibrant spaces that fuel growth, prosperity, 
and a better quality of life.
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The Kislak Family Foundation, Inc.

7920 Miami Lakes Drive West, Suite 410

Miami Lakes, Florida  33016

www.KislakFamilyFoundation.org

Info@KislakFamilyFoundation.org

A Tradition of Philanthropy
Carrying on the legacy of Jay I. Kislak . . .

Supporting leadership and innovation in the fields of 

education, arts and humanities, animal welfare and 

environmental preservation.

A Proud Founding Sponsor of the 

University of Miami 
Real Estate Impact Conference 

15636 TKF UM Ad_8.5x11_1.0.1.indd   115636 TKF UM Ad_8.5x11_1.0.1.indd   1 1/10/25   12:01 PM1/10/25   12:01 PM



 

THE PREMIER DEVELOPER OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN NEW YORK. 

Proud to support the  
University of Miami’s  

15th Annual Real Estate Impact Conference 
and the next generation of principled 

leaders in real estate.  



NEW YORK | MIAMI | LOS ANGELES

A NEW ERA IN LUXURY PROPERTIES AND FORWARD
THINKING DEVELOPMENT

www.witkoff.com

111 Murray St, New York, NY West Hollywood Edition, Los Angeles, CA One Highline, New York, NY

150 Charles Street, New York, NY Ocean Terrace, Miami Beach, FL

Shell Bay, Hallandale Beach, FL

Shore Club, Miami Beach, FL



BLANCA COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE, INC. LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER

Miami
1450 Brickell Ave, Ste 2400
Miami, FL 33131
305.577.8850

Fort Lauderdale
201 E Las Olas Boulevard, Ste 1050
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301
954.395.2112

Waterford Business District
701 Waterford Way, Ste 160
Miami, FL 33126
305.577.8850

Three offices, dedicated 
to serving you better.

BLANCACRE.COM

Blanca offers a full-cycle suite of services, 
drawing on local market insights and 
strategic collaborations to meet all your 
commercial real estate needs.

Tenant Representation

Landlord Representation

Property Acquisition and Disposition

Property Management

Development Consulting



CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS
1300 BRICKELL AVENUE, MIAMI, FL 33131 

FORTUNEINTLGROUP.COM
305.351.1000  

FAENA RESIDENCES MIAMI

Global, exceptional, and personal, 
Fortune International Group 

is the leading real estate brand and  
a global representative of South Florida 

luxury real estate properties.

For general real estate, visit FIR.com

Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating the representation of a developer. For correct representations, 
make reference to documents required by Section 718.503, Florida Statutes, to be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee. 
The “Projects” are being developed by separate legal entities. Information contained herein is subject to change without 
notice. This is not an offer to sell, or solicitation of offers to buy, in states where such offer or solicitation cannot be made. 

Adding Value.
 Building Trust.

 2026 DRA Advisors LLC

New York | Miami | San Francisco

40
OF VALUE-ADD INVESTING

YE
A
RS

Pursuing a 40-year real estate 
investment strategy across multiple 
markets and asset types, DRA Advisors 
seeks to identify cash-flowing assets 
enhanced with value-add initiatives 
offering consistent outsized returns. 
www.draadvisors.com

40
YEARS

1
FOCUS

$42B
ACQUIRED



South
Flagler House

The St. Regis Residences
Sunny Isles Beach

Unlock a Greater 
Banking Experience.
As a leading lender in South Florida, we’re ready to deliver 
customized f inancing at competitive rates for your next 
commercial real estate venture. Let us put our expertise 
and experience to work for you.

Real Estate
Specialties Group

333 SE 2nd Avenue | Suite 4400 | Miami, FL 33131 | 305.579.0500

RYAN D. BAILINE
Shareholder, Land Use

WO R L DW I D E LO CAT I O N S

United States, Europe 
and the Middle East, 
Asia, Latin AmericaGreenberg Traurig is a service mark and trade name of Greenberg Traurig, LLP and Greenberg Traurig, P.A. ©2026 Greenberg Traurig, LLP. 

Attorneys at Law. All rights reserved. Attorney Advertising. °These numbers are subject to fl uctuation.  43907

G R E E N B E R G T RA U R I G , P.A .  |   3000 AT TO R N E YS  |   51 LO CAT I O N S W O R L D W I D E °  |   6 O F F I C E S  I N  F LO R I D A

With our local roots and global reach, Greenberg Traurig’s Miami Real Estate and Land Use Practice 
o� ers strategic counsel in the areas of acquisition, disposition, fi nancing, leasing, development, 
land use, zoning, construction and complex ownership structures.

Greenberg Traurig proudly supports the 
University of Miami 2026 Real Estate Impact Conference 

GTLAW.COM

Greenberg Traurig, LLP 

GT_LawGreenbergTraurigLLP 

GT_LawGARY A. SAUL
Shareholder, Real Estate



 www.coastalconstruction.com

UM Centennial Village

BUILD
 BETTER LIVES

Together, we build spaces that uplift communities, strengthen relationships, 
and create opportunities. This shared commitment to excellence and integrity 

is at the heart of everything we do.

“It’s Not Just Business… It’s Personal!”

SHAPING TOMORROW’S SKYLINES, 

THANK YOU  
TO OUR VALUED CLIENTS



SWIRE SCHOLARSPONSOR RECEPTION CONNECTING CANES

SCHOLAR SPONSORS

CHARGING STATION SPONSORS




